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a constitution in accordance with the principles
set forth in his proclamation of December the
second ? " The result of the voting was : Ayes,
7,439,216 ; Noes, 646,737. The figures, of course,
do not reflect the true proportion of feeling in
the country, for the opposition was largely under
lock and key or else in terror of reprisals, but there
is no doubt that the vast majority of the nation
approved of a step, however unconstitutional it
may have been, which promised an era of more
stable government than France had known for
many years. ** France," declared Louis Napoleon,
" has realised that I exceeded the bounds of
legality only to return to justice."

On the I4th of January, 1852, the new con-
stitution was promulgated. The prince was
nominated President for ten years, and upon him
was conferred the command of the forces both
on sea and land, the power to declare war, make
treaties of peace, alliance, and commerce, the
choice of Ministers and the right to initiate legis-
lation. To enable him to discharge his functions
in appropriate style, he was granted a sum of a
million francs a month. The constitution pro-
vided for a Senate and a legislative body, but
pending the nomination and opening of parlia-
ment the President was invested with despotic
powers.

This dictatorship lasted until the ggth of March,